AMPERSAND ARTS Board Meeting Minutes

April 5, 2010, Stratton Building

Jeff Kitchen, President, called the meeting to order. 

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Jeff Kitchen, Jennifer Kitchen, Greg A. Beam, Lindsey Kilborn, Drew Bergman, Sherry Mayo, Emily Baron

Absent: Heath Pecorino, Lola Mullen, Chuck Archer

ASSIGNMENT OF MINUTES (Greg Beam) and TimeKeeper (Sherry Mayo)

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS: Sam Patteson, Piper Kitchen

AGENDA APPROVED. March 2010 MINUTES APPROVED. 

REPORTS FROM OFFICERS:

Business Manager: Account information update: $1,661.08 (current), $1,068.00 (STOP KISS), $300 (BIG READ), $3,029.08 

Artistic Director: Greg shared information regarding BARBARA SMITH (performer) sent by Karen Lawrence. B. Smith will be performing at LIME KILN and would be open to extending performance dates to MOCKINGBIRD in Staunton if AMPERSAND would be interested in sponsoring/producing the event. Greg shared information regarding BARBARA SMITH and will research into more specifics of cost/etc to share with the board. 
OLD BUSINESS 

STOP KISS: COURT SQUARE has expressed interest in AMPERSAND returning to perform in the space (PILLOWMAN?). After Action Report: Greg will email board prior to the board meeting, allowing time for discussion during May board meeting. Discussion was had among board members regarding AMPERSAND board members not attending production of STOP KISS (due to not being comp’d for tickets). COURT SQUARE allowed for limited number of comp tickets for production. Board concluded that in the future, potentially the board would cover the cost of the tickets for each board member to attend the productions. 
THE PILLOWMAN Production Update: Greg will touch base w/ Nicole to find out about continued interest in directing the show and possible timeframes?
BIG READ Follow-up: Emily shared that she felt that the event “went well, with small efforts”. Community Foundation paid for the copies of the scripts. Emily agreed that she would contact Claire Covington regarding financial gift ($300) from the library. Emily will send info to Brooks to post on website, that will serve as THANK YOU to BIG READ participants/contributors. Emily stated that this will be “a fun project to do again in the future!” 
MOSAIC: After Action Report & Final Location? Sherry will email Heath regarding the status with these two agenda items. 
New Business

PRESENTATIONS 
Sam Patteson interested in returning to the AMPERSAND ARTS board to focus on advertising and marketing. Sam has interest in designing the posters, writing all press releases and handling interviews for the company. Sam has plans to increase our presence via FACEBOOK and TWITTER. Sam will email a more detailed “job description” of sorts to Jeff for review. BOARD unanimously voted Sam back as a board member. 

IDEAS
“RIFT” – Drew is interested in having a reading of Sam Patteson’s script “RIFT”. Brief discussion of “no-cost…pod-casts” once again. Location? Greg stated that he would assist Drew with setting up details of the reading during the summer, however would like to read the script. Drew stated that he would email a copy of the script to Greg. Drew & Greg will give updates at the next board meeting. 

WE HEART SARAH PHARIS FUNDRAISER: Sherry Mayo shared an email received from Logan Ward, requesting AMPERSAND’s assistance to serve as a “HOST” for the We Heart Sarah Pharis Fundraiser to be held at the Frontier Culture Museum. Group is requesting that funds would go through AMPERSAND (as the non-profit). Jeff Kitchen stated that he felt as though “this would be great if we could do it” however there will need to be a “strong board presence” at the actual event. Sherry will check with Logan regarding a Statement of Non-Liability with John Hoe. Emily stated that she will not be able to attend due to prior engagement. Board unanimously voted in favor of moving forward with the event, pending the outcome of the answers received by event organizers.

AMPERSAND ARTS ANNUAL BARBQUE: Purpose would be to serve as a time to socialize and mingle with those who have assisted with AMPERSAND projects/productions over the past year. A DALLAS (tv show) theme was agreed on to be appropriate. Jenni and Greg will take the lead on organizing this event to be potentially held in late August 2010. Reports/Updates to be presented at the next board meeting. 

PROPOSALS & DISCUSSION: 
ROCKY HORROR..potentially at the Dixie? Prop packets? Live performances? Approach Oak Grove? Full production/screening of the movie? Full musical production? Would require formal proposal (to include a TD and Producer). 
BURLESQUE SHOW: (more unique idea than ROCKY HORROR), random items from conversation included: Dave Whitesell (photos), Costume Construction Classes (leading up to event), Shelly Ritenour (Derby Girl), Calendars to be sold…? Event would serve as a fundraiser for AMPERSAND, Live Bands, ABC Laws? Clocktower? Could be potentially be late fall production? Emily interested in taking field trip to Richmond (with Jacquie) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & REMINDERS:

Sarah Pharis Hocky Fundraiser scheduled for April 10 at CVILLE ICE PARK at 4pm. 

Burlesque show to be held at Tea Bazzar, May 21

Oak Grove Auditions COMING UP SOON! 

NEXT BOARD MEETING to be held Tuesday, May 4, 2010. 

ADJOURNMENT
